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the President. In this I do not think D. intends antagon-
ism to the President, although it is that and nothing else,
But he does not permit himself to believe that the Pre-
sident and the Party, which is now a mere machine of
Thad Stevens, are not identical.

Seward knows the distinction and yet contrives to per-
suade the President to acquiesce, while favoring the Rad-
icals. It is curious, but by no means pleasant, to witness
this proceeding. The President, usually sagacious, seems
not to discern the management and ultimate purpose of the
Secretary of State, who is prompted by Stanton, one of
the Radical chiefs, Stanton has an assumed frankness, but
his coarse manner covers a good deal of subtle duplicity,
Seward never differs with the President. If he has taken
an opposite view from or with others, or before the Pre-
sident's opinion is known, it disappears forever when the
sentiments of the latter are ascertained. His knowledge
and estimate of men are weak and erroneous in the
extreme.

The President understands the political dexterity of
Seward and yet does not apprehend that it may ever oper-
ate adverse to himself, nor does Seward intend to antagon-
ize his chief. Some recent proceedings, connected with the
schemes of the Radicals, are to me inexplicable, and in our
talk I so informed the President. I could not understand
how all the Republican Members from New York, a con-
siderable portion of whom are under the influence of
Seward and Weed, should vote steadily with the Radicals
and against him, if Seward and Weed are his true friends,

The New York Times, Raymond's paper controlled by
Weed, declared that the President and Radicals were
pretty much reconciled on the Constitutional changes, and
by this representation multitudes were entrapped into
the measure. Seward, hastily and without consulting the
President, hastened to send certified copies of the Amend-
ment by the first mail to the State Executives. These and
other things I alluded to as very singular, and that I could